CHAPTER X
GARDENS AND TREES
EVELYN was a great gardener and a great forester.
Gardens and trees were the strongest interest of
his life, his fondest pursuit and the subjects about
which he attained greatest knowledge as much by
experience as by study. His writings on the science
of horticulture or arboriculture are far more authori-
tative than the papers he produced on other subjects,
It will be necessary to deal with his written work and
also with his practical work, as well as with the
criticism and opinion of the gardens he visited.
There were beautiful gardens and many writers on
flowers and gardening long before Evelyn's day. In
the previous century alone, in addition to Bacon's
Essay on gardening, there were special books, such
as: On Husbandrie, by Thomas Tusser (1557), The
Profitable Art of Gardening by Thomas Hill (1568),
both of which went into several editions, and with
them a number of books of Herbals, of which the
best known are Gerrard's (1597), and Parkinson's
Paradisi in Sole (also his Paradisus terrestris, or a
garden of all sorts of pleasant flowers), with their
beautiful wood-cuts. In the early seventeenth
century Gervase Markham published The English
Hufbandman, and William Lawson A New Orchard
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